CHAP. IV.]                 JUSTIN MARTYR.                           Ill

The impiety apparently inseparable from Bellarmin's
interpretation has induced many, even among Roman
Catholic writers, to discard that acceptation altogether,
and to substitute others, wliich, though, involving no
grammatical inaccuracy, are still not free from .diffi-
culty. } After weighing the passage with all the means
in my power, and after testing the various interpret-
ations offered by writers, whether of the Church of
Rome or not, by the sentiments of Justin himself, and
others of the same early age, I am fully persuaded that
the following is the only true rendering of Justin's
words:

" Honouring in reason and truth, we reverence and
worship HIM, the Father of Righteousness, and the
Son (who proceeded from Him, and instructed in these
things both ourselves and the host of the other good
angels following Him and being made like unto Him),
and the Prophetic Spirit."

This interpretation is strongly confirmed by the .pro-
fessed sentiments both of Justin and of his contempo-

1 Le Nourry (Apparatus ad Bibliothecam Maximam Veterum Pa-
trum. Paris, 1697. vol. ii. p. 305), himself a Benedictine, rejects
Bellarmin's and his brother Benedictine Maran's interpretation, and
conceives Justin to mean, that the Son of God not only taught us
those truths to which he was referring, with regard to the being and
attributes of God, but also taught us that there were hosts of spiri-
tual beings, called Angels; good beings, opposed to the demons of
paganism. Bishop Kaye, in his excellent work on Justin Martyr,
which the reader will do well to consult (p. 53), tells us he was some-
times inclined to think that Justin referred to the host of good angels
who should surround the Son of God when he should come to judge the
world. The view adopted by myself here was recommended by Grabe
and by Langus, called The Interpreter of Justin; whilst Petavius, a
Jesuit, though he does not adopt it, yet acknowledges that the Greek
admits of our interpretation. Any one who would pursue the subject